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Subject;  "SPRING  STAINS."  Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics, 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Much  as  I  dislike  striking  a  depressing  note  first  thing  on  a  March 
day,  the  time  seems  to  have  arrived  when  good  housekeepers  should  be  consider- 
ing spring  stains.     (A  thought  in  time  —  you  knox. )     March  and  April  showers, 
alas,  hring  other  things  heside  May  flowers  —  water  spots  on  clothes,  for 
example,  and  mud  stains  and  sometimes  stains  from  green  spring  foliage. 

Many  a  handsome  spring  frock  has  returned  looking  very  sad  after  its 
first  Easter  outing  as  a  result  of  a  run-in  with  raindrops.     The  same  is  true 
of  the  lining  of  many  a  new  spring  coat.     Silk  fabrics  usually  are  the  ones 
that  suffer  most  from  water  spots.     But  if  the  frock  happens  to  be  a  print  — 
an  all-over  print,  at  least  the  water  spots  won't  show  very  much.     The  plain 
silks  are  the  ones  that  may  never  recover  from  splashes,   especiall37-  if  their 
wearers  don't  understand  the  cause  and  treatment  for  water  spots. 


The  fact  is  that  water  leaves  its  mark  on  fabric  in  several  ways. 
Sometimes  it  dissolves  the  dressing  in  the  material  so  that  the  places  that 
have  been  damp  look  different  from  the  rest  of  the  fabric.     What  actually 
happens  it  that  the  dressing  floats  out  to  the  dry  edge  of  the  spot  and  there 
leaves  a  ring.     Sometimes  the  water  tightens  the  fibers  —  shrinks  the  cloth 
in  places.     And  sometimes  it  removes  the  luster  given  to  the  fabric  in  its 
final  pressing. 

¥/hat  to  do  about  such  spots?    Well,   sometimes  they'll  disappear  with 
a  good  rub-down.     Try  rubbing  them  out  with  your  fingernail  or  with  the  edge 
of  a  coin.     Or  rub  the  spotted  fabric  between  your  hands.     Or  rub  it  with 
another  part  of  the  same  fabric.     Rubbing  is  usually  very  helpful  with  a 
crepe  weave.     After  the  rub,  press  the  whole  garment  with  a  damp  pressing- 
cloth  or  -with  slightly  dampened  tissue  paper. 

I  may  as  well  tell  you  frankly,   though,  that  the  textile  people  have 
often  found  spots  caused  by  dissolving  the  dressing  difficult  to  remove 
unless  the  whole  dress  can  have  a  wash,  or  unless  you  can  steam  the  dress 
and  then  press  it.     That  is  why  water  spots  on  coat-linings  are  such  a  nui- 
sance.   'When  coat-makers  all  unite  on  using  wat er- spot-proof  fabric,  what  a 
happy  day  that  will  be  for  all  of  us. 
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In  case  you  haven't  heard  the  news,   let  me  tell  you  right  here 
that  manufacturers  have  developed  a  new  finishing  process  for  silks  that 
makes  them  resistant  to  water  spots.     So  when  you  buy  material  by  the  yard, 
you  can  ask  for  the  kind  that  won't  spot  with  water.     At  some  shops  you 
can  also  find  ready-made  garments  on  the  market  that  feature  this  fahric. 
Look  for  labels  that  guarantee  the  garment  against  water  spots. 

Now  when  loss  of  luster  is  the  cause  of  the  spot,  you  can  sometimes 
bring  the  sheen  hack  and  automatically  make  the  spot  disappear  "by  a  good 
pressing. 

So  much  for  wat er  spots.    Now  about  mud  stains.     If  the  material 
is  washable,  a  soap  and  water  bath  is  the  best  remedy  for  an  ordinary  mud 
spot.     Let  the  mud  dry,  then  brush  off  as  much  as  possible,  and  finally 
follow  with  a  soap  and  water  wash.     If  the  fabric  is  not  washable,  try 
sponging  the  mud  stain  with  denatured  alcohol,    A  cut  raw  potato  often 
helps  remove  mud  from  black  or  very  dark  silk.     Hub  the  cut  surface  of  the 
potato  on  the  spot,  let  it  dry.     Then  brush  off  the  potato  starch.  The 
mud  \¥ill  come  with  it. 

Many  times  mud  contains  oil  or  grease.  In  this  case,  after  brushing 
away  all  possible  dry  mud,  sponge  the  spot  with  a  grease  solvent  like  carbon 
tetrachloride  —  in  other  words,  treat  it  as  you  treat  a  grease  spot. 

Once  in  a  while,  red  mud  contains  iron  rust,   so  the  mud  stain  will 
not  disappear  by  the  treatments  Just  mentioned.     In  this  case,  you  must 
treat  the  stain  as  you  do  an  iron-rust  stain.     The  lemon  juice  and  salt 
treatment  is  probably  the  most  familiar  iron-rust  remover. 

One  more  point  about  mud.     It  often  does  more  damage  to  leather 
than  to  fabric.     So  to  prevent  mud  stains  on  shoes  which  ma?/  be  permanent  — 
impossible  to  remove  by  any  treatment,  remove  the  mud  as  soon  as  possible  — 
every  bit  of  it.     Never  let  it  dry  on,  as  you  do  with  fabrics. 

As  for  the  flowers  that  bloom  in  the  spring,   tra-la,  and  the  green 
leaves  that  grow  with  them,  they  may  also  be  a  cause  of  stains,  but,  for- 
tunately, not  stubborn  stains  —  usually.     For  washable  materials  that  have 
grass  stains  or  green  leaf  stains  of  any  kind,  use  a  warm  soap  solution  and 
rub  the  spot  between  the  fingers.     If  a  yellow  color  remains, 

bleach  with  Javelle  water. 

If  the  material  will  not  wash,   sponge  the  spot  with  a  half  and  half 
mixture  of  denatured  alcohol  and  water,  using  a  pad  underneath  to  absorb 
the  moisture.     To  prevent  a  ring,  brush  the  alcohol  irregularly  into  the 
fabric  and  dry  rapidly. 

By  the  way,  an  old-fashioned  method  for  treating  grass  stains  is 
to  rub  with  molasses  and  then  wash.     This  still  seems  to  work  in  some  cases. 
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